It is difficult to determine exactly how Du Bois got his conceptions for an encyclopedia Africana. His project was not the first; there had been at least one other attempt to collect and to publish an extensive work on the Afro-American
Afro-American members of the board, were trained at some of the leading universities in the English-speaking world. The encyclopedia was to be an example of intellectual Pan-Africanism.ll Du Bois practiced a "separate but equal" policy when it came to the roles he gave White authorities to perform for the Encyclopedia Africana.
He made them a "board of advisors" to direct the studies of the Black scholars.
Listed Whites who had made major contributions to Negro betterment were to be discussed.
There was to be no discrimination toward contributors, who were offered the current rate of pay, two cents per word. Such a policy was an attempt to ensure "objective" and "balanced" treatment of the topics. To reenforce this policy, two editors, one Black and one White, were to be employed at $8000 each. The equality of the number of Blacks and Whites on all committees was to be retained. His efforts demonstrate decisively that in order to begin to understand the complex personality and the multitudinous works of Du Bois, one must trace some of the threads of his life that led him to devote so much of his thoughts to the project and to spend his last days as a Ghanaian citizen and a confessed Communist. He had his fingers and his mind on the pulse of the future directions of the intellectuality of the Black mind. His prophetic gifts remained with him to the last; he must be considered a romantic radical, who had his race at heart.
It was hoped that the best of Black and

